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50X1-HUM

JOOROMXC_CONDITICNS .
/ a /. Trads and ccumeres.

ltth‘dotmﬂniu.mhrdnd‘mmtbmiolm
nmhnmtbmmdpﬂnhmmmm.lomu-
controlled ocumerce existed at that time. The thinly develeped matwerk of
mﬁmnffmdfr-nmdwuml.

mmm.mmr-nwnmuujnw
mnumwunnmumtmmmtmortb1u¢oﬁr
industrial cemters, Furthermere,private mwunmhdlywuorpllu
mm«:xmumwr«nw.

Theoo oonditions of tolerant attitude lasted two years, the time mecessiry
mmmtuutwnwwmummmm
orgenisatiocas. The SPOLEN oooperatives had been expanded, the Cemtral Btate
Trade Administration was set wp, siagle branches of industry olmverted into $rade
associations,and sales effices established.

he gl of 1947 marked & turning point in the government's policy with
regard to private commerce amd private initiative, Comwmist leaders started
an offensive against black-marketeers, profiteers,and speculaters,obfiously
seant to diseredit the tusiness elemsst an wuch, Tax effices began a highly
Alscriminatory policy,imposing exhorbitant taxes, and treating every private
mim—luifbwnncﬂdnludlnninnor.

spmln;mqmummtutwmm.rnmummw
MM“WMM.M,M,Nde—M
stands. mnwmrnm,mmuwwumm
.Gma as & pretext for infimite baressments, fines, and other severe
puiuvom aimed at undermining the existence of private busimessmen .
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The nowly oreated eentral manm-uuunmwmu
private businsss sctivitiss. Wholesalo dealers were refused the right ef
mwm«bm.muu-ummm
wm-&-«mmuummmmwu—-.

1¢ all this were mot encugh, Special Commissiens were set wp with
rosd pevers to Lnepest and oentrel private business enterprises. The trwe
Mdtbu-iad-lmhmm.ﬂmmupﬂnh
hands to mmrm'.m1m.

IMMWW@;/WVMMW
«-q.—amn.m“u—ih-u-{hm-wu.mm,
was quick in demewmeing Mhldnpﬂnhmfcﬂnﬂhoﬂd
My the government, The esspaign of slenders flared uwp ia August/ September
1948 when suger osuld hardly be found om the market. The Cosmmmist Special
Commisaious mnmmmmnmmmnuw te
disciver Midien gugar, egge, fats,and other ocoamodities. The press was full
with memes of alleged Mack-mrketters, heardérs, speculaters, and econoic
saboteurs, Ammwdmwwthmmlmm
amwmmmmmsn«m‘m,m,
and leber emmp.

mmtmm—txumumtm.mwutm
neapures, it nld.mumhdml-iwly against speculaters and emenies
of the state, Nonest businessmen had wothing to fear, Yot the prevaleamt
and wmistakable feeling was thtﬁomdthmt'nnm-
was to nﬁ-mﬂmmun. Nen engaged in private husiness asti-
umm—nmutumw'ummu.mwme
that we other sltermtive was left te them than to liquidate their
firms and enterprises.

wwt&mmmnmd—vmwm.
the govermment decided to ehesk the allarming tremd, It ordered that
any private individml intending to liquidate his bLusiness activities, mst
M.Mp%mmmummwtn
-mup-nw.mudmu-tmmnoru-wm ,

2w
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mutldmhq-nu-dou. mmm.unvdmnlm
and complissted pressdure, ;

In the meentine, diffioulties wore pdling wp. Distridutisn ef goods
and swpply mmudnmmaammnmmum-
sations mmmuumxmwvmwm.cmumum
prisrity in provarement of ecwmeditise and other articles, so that private
business hed te cintent iteelf with seoond rete ey goods. Purthersore,
41¢ was heavily taxes ammwmmmmam
m.ulwmummammn.

The drastic meagures of the state and tex swthorities spread real

mﬂﬂuhﬂd‘ﬂh c—nlnlpp-nm.kwdﬁutﬂdum
mwmﬂmuﬂuooopﬂummrﬁurnﬂpﬂuofﬂngw
lmnmkm.muMManllmmwu
n@ﬁamm-hwum oould be obtained from the sale
of a private business enterprise.The cooperatives and state -controlled
institations were erdered wtto-kommdpqnnuhpunh
individuals without thcplidtmaldtbappmdotﬂu
respective tax effice.

mmﬂworrmu private trede,industsy and commeree
hmbm.ﬂ-ﬁmtlot?dmuﬁuw the heart-remdering
mhdodqwm'iwm,wm,mm-om
ofnouvlv.fbdmndm.nem'dvhhwmw
posters, Govermment offioes, mﬂn Malls, state amd cooperative retail
ras boon trying to remsve the signs of desclation represented by ewpty steres
hthﬂl‘;mwnoﬁmdmdth.mmw present
s glowmy M.,“ reflecting the fate of private initiative in
Polamd,
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SEGHEY

I8 shinld be stressed that the state ad cocopereative trgenisations
awd their vast swpply smd dietritutien spparatus are highly inooupetonp,
and what is werse, comple’ely indirrerent to their fumotlous. Pverything is
handied In g & tareaucrabic way. Everywhere is felt the heavy pressure o

< {r F7
the oumbersome bureavaratic machimery . And there is mo trace

Yory polite manners and behavior vhich dmes ckaraoterised the Fol. 1sh
tuciness and sAlesnaR.
Minute m-nu phmha of wvery aspost nad of every anotor of
’
Polish euomemic 1ife’ uud eonfuinion and duplisstiem, Morcovery there 1s
a wvideaprand tendency o shifting responsability Prom one agemoy to anether,
. ‘ tinl
from ona instiivution to another, The mot result ars shortnges f ennen
ommodities partioulalry fol’: In Tural comrunitiss,and goedn of am qnferier
e ’
quality .
Peland's businensmen axe righting a dempercte ,loning vattle to preserve
thair few revaining positioms,
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14 shiuld be stressed that the state amd oocoperative trgenisations
awd their vast supply emd dlstributien apparatus are hghly Inooupeten},
; A is
and what 1s werss, comple'ely judifferent to thelr fumotlieus, Everytaing
felt the heavy pressure of
handied in g o Yureaucradio way, Everywhere is u;f/?m
tho cumborsome ureaucratio mavi:inery . And there is mo trace
Jory polite manmers and behavior vwhich dmse claracterised the Polisk
tuciness and salesnan.
Minwte,detailed plamning of every aspast and of every saotor of
. .
Ao
Polish suomemic 1ife ‘causnd somNision ond duplisstien. Morcover, there is
e widesprend tendenoy o shifting respomsability Prom one agonoy to aaother,
| v T on
from ona instiwhion to Another. The met remult axa shortnges ennential
commodities, partiowlalry fal’ In rural comunities,and goodn of am inferier
’
quality .
Peland's businensmen are righting & denpercte,losing hattle to preserve

thelr fow rewaining positiomn,
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SEGRET

ECONOMIC LIFE.
b/ 'The Cooperutive Movoment.

There has besn an wnisual developmeat of cooperatives since 1945,
especirlly in the field of agriowlture and oonsusmers' goods. Thoy had p:n .
1ike mushroems without gusficlent justificatiem . A few indiviiuals could se
up & coaperative . The membership due was wswally ridicwlowsly lew, in mny

as 5,000 sletys.
1n‘t‘.:::: :::tmls.,th cooperatives oould aphly for bank leans anounting
to millions of sletys. These socoperstives were fragile ecenenioc bodies, The
only reasea feor their exidtenee was te serve &3 a weapen agsinst private
{mitiative . Ia fact, later nost of these mushreemed ceoperatives had been
abserbed Wy vwarieus state oehtral admimistrations.

The cooperative mevement ia Polamd has alv.ys been wnder predeminant
Soolalist influsnse, Beosuse of laek of trained persomnel, the Communists had
no other cholece hut to tolerate this state of affairs, At prunt,_M
they have the neeessary men to plage the scoperative movement wnder their

trol.

“.1‘.:': ::hlilt SPOLEM oooperatives had started with the olimination of
guch ceeperatives as the Uniea of Agrieultural-Trade Ceeperatives in Iu'la',‘k
the Central Farmers' Adainistration in Pesnan and the Produce Union dm . Theanks
to the fimaneisl add initially received from the Communists, the SPOLEM
aooperatives could widely enpmmsimemd oxtend the soepe of its activities.

mc-—mz-uwmums«mmmw to mormal
olections of the goverming authorities of SPOLEM, The first besnuse they
wanted to £i11 the leading poste with thelr om appeintees, the latter were
afrais that worsul elections night result in a victexy of the olements of the
Pelish Poassat Party/ Pelskie Stremaictwo Ludowe/, the euly party wheee
poliay stild refleoted the genuime interests of the Pelish people.
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The Commnist seught to yewove Boolalist influences from the cegperstive:
and from all iwpertant secters eof the sationsl eecnomy . Am important atep
in this airection weg the organization of gtats gentral trede aduinistratieas
tnolwiing tertilen and aonmnmser goodn. Guneral Merchautise Stores were set wp,
Tho State Mille Asneeiation in charge of the willing induatry wan intended $8
rednos further gim SPOLEM'z ranga of aotivity,

The gevarnment net wp a Central PMehing Adainistretion with an initial
aupital of ons Mumdred million nlotyr with the mmp.u of wndermining
the existing private amdustepssative fishing %. ;Ih( faet, the latter
hogan immedistely to fasi tho reoults of gevermment preasure asd digoriminatery
practican,

In 1948, tha government deaided to a-hieve its objective of oenvorting
the onopemmtives into a Gewmnist instrement and to elimimate the influenee
of Soeimlists, Tho Commmilat~oontrolled Peecoant Solf«Help Mhad tekep over the
the SPOLEM agrieultural cooverstives awi croated cemtrel farm administrstioms
1n each primoipel city of the wol evodstwos, The splitting up of SPOLIM wes
folloved by anether tellimg blow directed agsinst the Auditing Ageney of
Polioh Cooperatives, a contreling body of the entire vooperative movement im
Polomd. The latter's functions were trken over by the single central trade
adminiatrations,

Thers have been rumors that the G5iatn Gorirol Office vill take ever
4ho control over the contrnl trade adninistrations . It de notewor thy that
Genern' Witold, commaudar of the Citiwen's Militis, was appointed recently
a0 Chaivmun of the 3tete Central Office.

Befors the war, a spacial " Food Supply Fund " got up by the liinistry ef
Sunplies and Comaorce,was in oharge of purchages of gruln. The fusd was
raplacad hy a governaont-comtroled hody oulled " Btate Grain Emterprices"”
with the momopolistic power of purekasing grain from wlsgie omtral administre-
tionp,of exports to forelgn countrien,and of eales for proessaing purpeses.
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There was a great squabble in the ranks £ of the party hierarcky
for the post of director of this mew outfit. The aholee fell finally om & certais
Mr. Qurowaki, a fermer elerk im a mertgage lean effice, ut appareatly a man
with stromg party comneotioms,

The Btate Graoin Ewterprise is patterned alemg the modvl of a
sinilar Beviet instdtution, Becawse of inocewpetent managewent,it hus beon a
complata failure and 4s disvupting aom pletely the Folish gruln eoonowy,

Mu wp the jresent oonditiena of Polund's cooperative mevement,
ome M}:gnt 1% hap coased to ex!et As » o) ooific amd mutonomous sotivity,
Its financial operations are subjected to the aame ormtrol and (in same
methods which givern state onterprives. They de not dispose ol eash er
any other avsets, All finineinl operations of the coopurstives are msde
by bankswhich exerafise full control ever the sawe,

Work cooperatives ,wkich were ver; popular in prewar Poland, still
exint under the pregent Communist regime. They were ,however, purged and
severely soreened Auing the redenl reorganisation of the coopsrative movemsat.
These which eould suwrvive the rigid serutimising are not spared Commmniat
attacks. In fact, the Commmists efton denounce the work cooperutives as
neats of camouflaged ospitalists,

The Comnmist regime hep aleo campletely transfexwed the mature and
the competence of the prewar Cosmedities and Grean Mxchanges, Their preseat
fumctions are limited to collecting statistical data of trensaotioms in
graing and cemmodities, whioh to be precice are net busimess traunsuotioms
but merely chifting of goods from one government offies amd institutiom to
anchhsr,
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—SESNOMIC. CONDIXICNE
/ o/ Asxioliare snd farm nredwotiom.

Although farm producticn Ms improved recently, it is still much
bolow prewar level, Furm workers have skhovm little emthusissm for lamd
digtributica. Thsy imow the dirthoulties facing them . There were My instances
vhen they rofused the namigned lots of lumd , This wes the oase of the furm
Inborers on the lnrge” tarahKovangwo.

The prosent shortageso! weat and fais 1z mot the guidt of blaek-
mirketovre as e governmemt oldims, Ty v tho result of intemsified exports
to Uavokorlemkie nnd to the Hoviet ecoupation somes of Austria amd Germany.

Minlnler Nine anowiced sweiSfsthat the setlting up of agricultural
producera! coopuratives, or buthir fo cay of kolkdioses, is om & volwtary basis
ard that ahout one parcent of all farms will bo colleotivised 1m 1948, Ne
Polich pensent will over bolievo that this eculd be dome em & volumtary baais,
Tho governuent uses political and moral terror pn all these whe are met
inolimed to et np Xhelkomen. Om the other hand, agrioultwrel produeers' coepe-
ratives, or kholkoses, receive all pessible help and advantages ineluding
exemptions frem taxes.

Inspite of peasant resistanse, there Mas been receatly am intensified

drive teward eollectivisation, It is apparent that the peassnts' resistanee
will e brokea Ly the preswwre-aml terrer of the Comwmist party and peliee.
The Polish peasaxt will yield in the same way as other hranches of the
mation's eeonomy did .

In 1948, the Comsmunists iritating the Soviets, divided the farming
pepulation in two categories: small-gise farmholders owning less than
10 hootares of land and wealthy farmhelders with mere than 10 hectares., The
latter were ealled " wealthy farmhelders " amd mot " kulakhs " evidently met
te durt Pelish sensitivemess,

The Pelish Workers' Party fellewed by the press and gevermment agencies
then lawnshed a compaign aguinst the "wealthy farrmholders.” Pressure aad terrer
bag boon wsed en a wide scale .Neavy taxes were intemded to dreak the backhbeme

of the " wealthy farmhiolders.® Alloeatien of loand and credits was swberdimated

[ Sa
Ll
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%o the fulfillment of drastdo oonditions.Applieants fer leans Al te present

.mu--t-rwxungnn-mmmmum.ra-w. and a letter

1sswed ¥y the " community comeil®, wade wp of party members, appreving the lean,
The Peasaiit 8alf -Help Cooperatives ,serving mest of the nesds of the

Pelish farming pepulatiem, ano um-&t&_&umm‘tﬁ

guch articles of which there were shertages on the 1eeal market/ fer instance,

artificial ferfilisers, petrelews, scrsp irem, leather , ote./ The orgenisatiom

of machine eenters was & furiher Blew ummwmmnmmm

of 1lamd, Ilﬁlt,M'mWN{:dImw te the machine esnters

a1l availeble agricwltural meckinedy 1Eplthents .

The slininatien of wealthy farmhelders frem guint, poviat,amd other
adninistrative bedies furtherly redused the material amd meral status of
this eategery. There were ,hewever, many instanees whenm farn]eberers and
poer peasants had deliberately put the mames of wealthy farmholders em the
1igts of candidates forw gaina and pewiat offices.

Wealtky frsbolders alse had to pey @ spoeisl tax for the p—r
Bavings Tund." The payments of the tax were to be made on the basis o;l;nblo
Jand omeed and paid in full. Thomminimutryndmoomutmm
on tho basis of 35 poreemt eof wusiness prefits aad paid im monthly installments.
The tax assegements in sgrionlture were extrenely heavy and were obviously
intended to deliver a desdly dlow te the languishing category of 80 ealled
weslthy fermholders, & I lmow the ease of ome farmholder ef 45 hectares of land
vhe had to pay 500,000 slotys 40 the " Comunity Savings Fund * in the Fall of
1948, an eqwivalent of 2435 quintals of wheat .

I.ndmnto'bopulhpnhuloonum obep is Marvested.
Feilure to pey the land tax, and this 4s true of all ether tsxes and levies,
41s punished severely. In Janvary 19%, wealthy farmholkiers were erdered to
pay 50 peroent of the 19350 tax, Ituloul.lukmu'trohlnumdhx
s wmally paid after the hervesting seasen. They begean desperately to leok
‘for noney to meet the energeusy,vwhick in most eases could met e found,

Mhmo,nmdruuomtuaftueonootm wax intreduced .
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The village chief administrative offieer- a lundred percent Cemsamist ~was
eharged with making wp a 1ist of prospeative tax payers. A speeial commission
including & village peassnt, a party member, a pelice agent,and a fax effieial,
visited the welathy farmholder annsuncing the amewnt of the tax assessed and
ordering prompt payment. I» cage the farnholder ecwld met pay the assesses tax,
the eoxmission seised his livesteck, horses ,equipment which was held
wmtil the hareused farshelder could aollect the memey,

Under such eirommstances, the Polish peasant hasg 1little interest
in ixvestmeats, in inoreasing farm prodwstiom,etc. NHis enly thewght is hew
te pretect himself and put aside a few xlotys for the dark and reixy day.
Ne Mas no 1llusions that he is fighting a losing baitle and that the werk amd
sacrifidesef entire gemerations are being lest. There is widespread apatky

and dupygeptin: Henpair,
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7 a/ Industry.

The matienalisation law pansed by the Selm providas fer the oompensation
of ewners of industrial plants,vhile 1t refuses sempsusation to SWAATA of
large farms . The Polisk Tessant Party / Pelskie Stronnictwe Indewe / Wad .
vigerously eppesed thin digoriwmination during tw parlismentary debates . The. X
eppoaitioa, however, WRa overruled by Minister Mino whe gustained tha jovermmen
thesis eppesed q-&th compensatien ef farm cwners,

The matienslimaticn law provides that industries emplaying aver 50 peraoms
are to ba taken over by the state. Production velume 1is amothor facter governing
matienalisation, For instance, nillp producing 15 toems floor daily ,are slme

the mationslizatior. law,

e :':n dtate industry 1s organised in trade associatiomw guberdinated te the
Ministry of Industry which,ln twrn, supervises single factoriesand plants end
organtses the digtribvution of the T profucts through eemtral ssles offioes. -
The entire productien is geverned by plans. EIverything is planned, Althewgh sts
tical figures indicate that the quetas have been ever-filfilled ,there is & steady
shortage of many essential articles. Bad preduction planning, inereased experts,
and bad u,ni*t%n of the distrimtien apparetus, are the three maim reasons
tor &‘%Wﬁﬂmnmm.wmo shortage
of ulplnu.onﬂi;o, leather, fats, chemicals, bad covers , steel-made fancy goods,
otc. The awilabdle stationary and paper is of very low quality,

MmquuﬂehullflMonpan. There AT
fow spare automcbile parts, Of the 40 cateshiles supplied by the UKRRA to un“m
Gdansk shipyards, enly helf of them are running. There is alse a lack of suok
mnuiroi‘;‘(%ohl. ummnwqu‘nmmw d
its priee is exeeptienally gh / 1,200 slotys per 14ter/,1t esn hardly Vo foun
- -r::t;w, there was & great shertage of piteh and ite derivatives. The
shortage mdmuhlplmniumtothmmtymm wader whieh private

AlzicaTr e
enterpriges are astwally refused wltwiuente toh .

-n.
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Mines and metallurgiesl plamts werk at full cspacity, The figures givea
in the press msy be considered as swthentic. This is due te th: great quantitiss
of available gorap iron. The rajlread mtati ow ;iul o%‘parlom oarrying serap
iron, Finished meta) protusts are loadod on freight oars and nhipped wnder
tha oover of durknesa. Fowenon Wojelechowski asked by me what articles
are produced by his plant,at firpt rofused to answer, After a while ho grianed
ani nsaid § " Well, the pame stuff thoy used to put out under Hitler .t

The textile industyy alse wg-k at M1l capacity, The mills in Blelske,
lhiﬂ. Lods, Tomassow,and Zyrardow are tusy. Thero 1s me shortage of textiles,
with the exeoption ef linem, but the priecer are tec high for the purchasing
paver of a working man, The prise ef men's cleth renges from 6,000 to 18,000
slutys per moter, A men's bun costa from 30,000 te 50,000 slotys while the
monthly vrivi of & fyatery or white collar worker amounts to abeut 15,000 aletys,
Piret aquality textiles canmot be found on the Polish market. Thev are ususlly
exported abroad,

Although the electrotechniecal industry hae been showing contimuous
produstion incresses, there hs beem a shortage of 2w 1light-bulbe, Houses
are not 11luminated, Treins run witheut light.

The ¥ niatry of Industry controls the entire nationslised induetry,
Political pressure,labor competitiom,and the quota system have forced the
werkers to fulfill the produstion plams ashead of schedule. The result
of thir forced labor compotition and of the exeessive expleitatiom of a1l
men facilties has Ween such sk te remder the workers spmimble apathetio,
and renigned. They are deminated Wy ome thought to mest both ends and
not to get in trouble with their party supervisers,

The plant adninistrations anxieus te wsmlh meet the requirements
and the productiocd quetas have mo ether alternative ltmt te follow the line
of minor resistanee and lewer the quality eof predustiem,

Under the impsat of stringemt govermment regulatiens and restrictieas,
the mmall hdutiiu not inoluded in the nationalisation law, omn hardly eperate.
They cre forced to liquidate, Their owners seek to lease their worksheps
tp oeoperatives and te find empleyment in their ewn werkuliops takea ever
Wy cooperatives er othri a’f.lu?_rmtronod orgenisatiens,

«12=

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/30 : CIA-RDP82-00039R000100080061-6




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/30 : CIA-RDP82-00039R000100080061-6

SECRET

te
Tho pessibility ef L'icning over private werksheps to coeperatives and sta
1nsttitulens lasted until 31 Dooonbor 19&8. In January 1949, all these
| ctihthn received erders M taking over private workahops on leass,
n
They _t parmitted te de ue wuxder the oondition that the private owmer will
. In additiom
renounce voluntarily all his property rights and compensation Q ’
the privata owner '“/ to pay the expenses eonnscted with the formalities
of tumingwormmporwutb state.

Thin is the serry ond of private anduptrial property in Poland,
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__BCOROMI0 OSNDITIONS.
P,

::d::::'itm mete sut the same Dbitter Arostment to mumll workahops
eupleying hirved leher as to the other bhramches ol tho nutlonnl economy o
Artisano whu 4o not empley hized labor are trouted o e lenlently. Tut even
they fool the pinch of high and arbitraxy tamilon,

Privato butchers Rive beea eliminated by mn ordar catting up meet
purchasing ceoperatives, Artisans are told te 1iquidate t.hnlr-nrk.hape ::m .
set up workern' aooperatives, In Polish tewnr with lose han J,200 h:):a‘b
all artirans have Jiquidated their workehops and satublishnd workern'! ceepe=
ratives, The romult is thet the people have to valk wol consideranle distanees
to t fin' o choemaker. The werkers' cooperdtives lave neither louther
nor qualified werkers. Broad af the ocoperative bakories 1u of low opdeahbi
quality,mach inferiar to that of private bakeries. .

Although fishing is not considered ag a Mindioruft, it shores the fa
of all other orafts. The remarkshle postwar recovery of the Polia}:lrt‘:h::u
aconosy hae received & telling blew with the nationulizatlon of sl
vensela ordored by the government,

Yaoced with the dauger of losing their fishing veavols, Meraseed by
taxes ond by mexmting politicul terrer, Polem!'u fizhermon ' =Ran to osoADe
gookimg@ Tofuge and bettor 1iving conditions in Sweden, More then 30 fisking
veasels, one tenth of the total mumber, left Poland sor the moro hospitable
ghores of Sweden, They will be follewed by otherse
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—POLITICAL QONDITICGNA

/ &/ Autherities . |

Pelish Mogeew-trained Commnists nade a travesty of all Ti ‘oclo:!u
of demosracy, justise and oowrt procedure . Every offonse and ewimimmbal
1s ocemstrwed as a pelitioal act divected against the government, Everything is
given a pelitical twist and ocoleratiem,

M&a‘f;’o‘:{l -tmwwuvthmmmudofpnuulu
eoonsnic sabetage, Pelitdcal trials are staged by erder of the Commmnist party.
mmumofuu-murymummusnnmoumum
o Prlish mane. Nis kmo'164gc of “ue Pelish language is very redinentary .

Themtire proesdurd eruounmmu.hpxynmtu
Poland's sense of justice amd judicial treditiom. The accused not only oonfess
their ulleged orimes Wt often ineriminate themselves. The sentences of hwex
these courdd are final,

There is also the Suprese Natienal Triwunal which tries war erinivals,
and a Military Railread Trilumal passing sentences fer erimes committed hy
the perseumel of Polish railrosds. The latter are still wader mebilisation rules
and subject to marial law. In additien, spesisl cosmissiens set wp te fight
spesulaters oan impese #ines and depert to labor camps for a peried up te three
years, Thelir targets snd victins are these whe do et eomply with Commmmist
ediovomamh regulations pertaining to cconemic matters. The Cemmmists alse
reargenized the Pelish jwiicial system by introducing o eslled " pecple's
courts® petterned aleng the Soviet medel. This is another 1imk in the leng
ohain of terrer and judieisl arbitrariness mow peevalling in Poland,

lommsmrmammmmmamumw
Department,have thrown thousands into Ruk jails and labor camps. The prisens
of Poland are everfilled. In Jammary 1950, all politioal prisoners had besi
removad from the Mlukprumndmttomnhmhuuuﬁ-. Soon
thereafter the Odsusk prison was £11)ed agein . The neterieus German conoestre:
tion camp in Oswieeim has utuplh-nnhhlm/hnn cosl basin / mear
the sutomobile highway Katowiee-Krakow, The new eamp was soom filled to eapasity.

' \ -15-
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The Commmists set up several mere oamps. The congentratioa camp near
Wlecalw has gaimed meteriety for the dreadful, aruel treatmeat of its
inmates,

'!hunlmeuuwermdthcmtmufdlullvm
Security Cerps, newr ap Ursad Bespicesenstwa, which is a streng and
mamerous body, 2/ Gitisend' Militia, much mere mmereus than the prewar
pelice feres; 3/ Veluntary Reserves of the Citised' Militis; 4/ Mailread
Militis, and fuctory guards,which were wamown in prewsr Peland,

Pest officen,hanks, govermment and social institutions have their ewa
goarde, Nest members of the Cemmnist perty oarry weapons,

The Internal Security Cerps has been wet wp and is ergonised along the
1ines of the Soviet NKVD, It is suberdinated to the Ministry of the Imterier,
Influential posts are held by Jews, Russians ,and on the lower echelons by
Peles. Beourity men are plased im all important agenocies of the govermment,
1 the ammy,and in private industrial plants vhile such existed.

The Ursad Desplecsenstws, commenly kuown as UB, is mere dreadful tham
the Gestapo. The charge of pelitical crime is arbitrarily and extensively
interpreted, Ne reasen is given fer arrests.

The Citisens' Militia is an eutgrowth of the e8=thy-PP8/ Polish
Spoialist Party / militis, Its renks are full ef erinimsl elemexts. Prequently
one learns of onses vhen militismen abuse their pewer snd commit erimes,/ fer
instance, the eommendant of the Oitisems' NAliAa i Oborniki mear Posman/ .
Thelir edufational level is very low. In fast, thore are many ilkiterates ameng
them, Net all militismen are Commwnist paxty wombers, NMany militismen are
evon hoatile to the prosent regime. The Volwatary Reserve of the Citisendd
#11tia 1s mad eup of eivilisd velunteers .

Bofare the war, Poland's frontiers,with the exception of the
western borders, were guarded by a Frontier Cerps/ Stras Graniomms /. Only the
easteorn border was guardded by military units knows as the Defeuse Frontier
Corps./ Korpus Ochrony Pograniesa /. The Comsunists kave ereated a spesial
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streng fermation" Wojska Ochremy Pigraniess ' supplied with all midgums

:gmlmdmmuu,hmpdm'muu}'ohﬁ’o land and sea
‘berders. Polish perts are heavily guarded, Speeial permits are erquired te
onter a port arva, Three meters high fonees were built im to preveant acoess
te restricted port installatiens and pert areas, Every meaguro is being takea
to prevent Peles frem esosping akroad.A truly Chinese wall has deen set W

cut off _af Poland
%0 pammmh the citinens fFom centacts with the owter werld ..

-17-
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S

~DSLITICAL CONDITICNS .

/ b/ The Cemmunist Party.

There is no freodem of associstion in Peland today, There is ouly ome
rerty,the United Polish Workers' Party, & merger of the Polich Workers' Party
and of the Polish Booialist Party, The Eounhiste still tolerste the Democratie
m-ty:?%ﬁ-f ‘Pensanty Party . Following Mikolajomyk's esoupe, they have
thorongbly purged the hlinh!mthrtyvﬁohhmndocﬂcim
in tho hand of thoe ruling oclique,

The Cemzunist party mmbers 1,500,000 meubers, Probably there are less
than ten percemt truly couvinoed Commmists, Most members of the Commmist Party
oomo from tho ranks of the former Polish Spoialist Party. New members are
not acoepted. There are contimucus pyrges within the party membership. A
member's oard im mot suffieien’ proof ef party loyslty and devotion, Kvery
monber is required to show " militant duty”, in other words cono:t/:nfmlum
and gyy on his comrades, ergeaise party weetings, party pep talks, ‘Those who
are mot militaat and active are remeved from the party runks. Many eld
Oonmunists are disillusiensd.

The following joke best illustrates the prevailing feelings of the
Palish populatien and tholr attitude toward the rullng regime. The initials

of u':":’»m A Werkers' Party are P.S.P.R. The party s & merger of the

Polish Sooialist Party / initials FPS/ and of the Pelish Werkers' Party/ initial(
PPN/ . Now, the Poles say, the true nature ‘o’fﬂtb present doninating party in
Pel,nd ,can bo revealed by romoving from (oo initinle PEPR thamiddt an fren
tho initiale of the component parties ,the letter P which ":&%"w'
Ones tho letter P 1o removed , we have the imitiuls SSKR which mem the
Union of Sevist Bocialist Republics / Zwiasek Sgwieskish Bepubliok Badsieekich/.
Despite the growing politieal terror snd the lew morale of the Polish
puplo,tmnm-thqupatbmthir Wmuﬂmﬁ.uatuﬂt

for their sharp wits.

L e
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_PORXTICAL CONDITIONA..

/07 . Preragandn ,

teady influx of Communint pepers and periciicale since
Thore has bosn & & N
though the offiuiul oxgan of the United Polish Workers' Party, Trybes
N ' ouds of these
Iaxlu, and other Ccumumist papers axe freeky dietyid ted, ourl o

X an of ihe Pelisk
paper: are sent buck daily to the publishing oifices. Tho o1k

1e cory of this paper
1s ususlly sold wat. A sing
Peusant Farty, Gaseta ludews,

e

1 slety
eosta 4 sletys waile strietly Communist papers sre being seld for n;“m
Mnnddrmodnﬂk?u-uohnvil algo widely read . The omly )
The Oa )
to the ocirculstiom of the mem~Communist pepere 18 the rhortage of maprlnn .
(]
Yous of paper are being wasted in an effort to oourunise Pelawi,
papaals.
meantime, Polish ahildren have no scheol bﬂ 'nd ?th-’r voehnluuo
’ oy for the
the Communigt papers and prwndtﬂ 1l of praise ‘
- L broad, Thds pr
wmwmatmwd&'ﬁm exports of cocl & . opagands
‘ e sent home
hen schoold ohildren had to
£ 1ittle effeet at & time W
“ﬂdunhub‘ o gohool buildings NWW opujandn could herdly coneeal the
fron ted . .
faot that eatire trains with goal had b@on-oviudqmdnult to the
]

as a result
vhile the Pelish phpulution was freesing in unheated houned. Lately, |

memthmmwoofﬁ»uum. It reaches every
eormer, The preuk je o1} of propegends gtories te the point of hrode:.::ﬁ
Peles pay attention only to weather reports emd nou-political items, )
of the UBER, of the Boseien geniwe and sohievements, fi11s the oolw ne ©
the papers,but it loaves most Polee indifferent end skeptiesl. )

The mood of the phpulation can be best juiged from the reaction

the radio Mum. Shortly before I left Poland, & mow tenant moved in in .
our apartasnt house. I thought he wes & Govaundnt perty member. I wee relioved
Joarn that thyee thn“uvory dey he tuned im to catch the brosdeasts ef the
Veles of Aneries, at 6,15 pm,of Radio Mafid, at 6,30 , snd at 7,30 the .
BIC in Londen, A1l five tenants of wy spartment heuse 1istened wegnaigs

IR TICNG
1arly dmamm st least to eme of the thres above menticmed radio bwendeastd,

o a9
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Notion pdotores are widely nsely for Cemmunist proparenda, Only suck
filve ,Pelinh and fereirm,are dom which present @npitalist explodtation
and olase strugle. The legitimate wtage aas alse been oomverted into a
yropaganda arena to inoite hatred sgeinst eapitalists and P to stres
sooisl inequities, The Comrunist emmmorship removed frvm all librarien
the historiesl mo vels of Henryk Bienkiewios / tie famons Trylegjs /. hicklowle
ad Bleviucki, FolawA's greatest poets of the XIX eontivy, arc jresanted as
forerunners amd ochampdons of Communisw,

Propaganda posters anver the walls of Pulieh oitien, Thair preferrad
thenex 1s 4o pralse {he ashievemonts of the plannod economy . Everywhere are
plotares of Narxist leaders and of Sadmex chock vorkers, On ik one hamd
the Commnist prooledm saving yrogrems,but on tho other thuy squander
nl1lioms of sloty in steging festivals, purades, in docoruting the stveets
with hmge porlt‘.ntl of Commmist leaders,

Tho tredo wnions are used sp en irptrusent of Comsunist penctratiom.
T In oenstant touch with the working w musses, the tredo union leadera know
better thoir paycholegy and have a better approuch to matiors of propaganda
and persusgion, They are also very adroit in solectins spenkers for perty
rallios and other oacssions,

The party colls im every industrial plant arc another souroe ef
Communist propsganda, This propagands 13 well organized, Unlike the economic
planning snd admindetration, the propsgonda front ean boast good results,
Although ite effecte om growm wp poople are not tma atring or lasting,itn
influenge on the Polish Jouth cheuld not be undorestinated.

Mesters in the ext of propeganda, th: “aomordsts mow how reply
sudbioatydtmnae o eriticlsm nndl/é? ﬁienoe the doultful, Each revolution, they
argwe,is 8 long runge proeess and difficulties are snevitable . They eamet ,
howover , hide the fact that no pelitical regime in Polind has ever oppre-sed
tho workers and ths peasants to such oxtent as theso falso nroletarian leeders
do ,
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/ Market conditions aud 1.V /.

Folleving the end of UNRRA oparasions , the feod conditions had deterioreted
eonsldavabtly in Peland. The govermamon: acting through its partr cells, trad
undons an' factery enmmittees, had sought to centrol the situation. A7) actm of
Moaontaat vers vrorntly mppressed/ for instance, Lhe strike o rellroad e
warkehop ~ork e dn Pruaskou neur Wavsaw, the otrike of the Prompiunt Wire
workers in Chorzow,postworkers in Gdausk-Kewy Poxt/,

¥ony arreats ware made ameng workars iu koy Jufymtrien, Tho trede uniems
acted ny arbityators ouly in easer invelving jrivate ownors,but refuse te intervem
when tho oomplaints were diracted mgainst ntato owned antorpriven.

Then Btolhanov system wag introduced in Foland by & miner enlled Pstvowskd,
Beginning i Jamumry 1949, a avw gystom of weges went into nfact. Aloo higher
produstion quotas were sot up. Tho nev aywtem of wages conninted of redusing
the wigzea earned by batter paid workeru m(fyr's.nornunlng tho wango s cele of lower
ocategories, The wage inercases werc ngnxmx meuninglesn sinne they were sccompani
by & general boost in priees, Daambdidess Furthermors,snny rntate ecntroled
aponcies and offieces ,1ike the State kuilrowdy, - ontinued to pay their workers
and employees at the previeus scale of wages under the retoxt theay have not ye
racsived propar notificaticn from the idnlstry of Treusportation,

The ranks of uneaplayed had been inorcasing steadily as o result of the
mass liquidetion of privato entorprison. The ncvly ereated cooperatives and stat
o"ned agenoles oould hardly ebuczd the groving muher of nyadlable laber hands,
There hag been a desperato wtruggle Lo £ind John . The Communist party faged
with the me extule fuot of unemplymont, vhich 1% oold not hide before the
public, ordered drasidic dismisuala of all former capitnlists and owners ef
business enterprises who umanaged 1o find omployment

Thore has been & general tandency to shun executive positions, The ressen
of this flight }',’:ml rosponssbility Zs tha ocheotic hanagenent of government
controled enterprises deriving from the growing flow of rules, plams and regulati
The ul-ocnplhlo. with such orders bringe tho eharge of economic sabotage and
all its dresdful eomsequences,

o2l=
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It 14 of conmon Jnowledge that the Communiste often wse the profext
ef soonoric sahotage to pet rid of epponents e Vo £111 responsible posts
with thelr om appointees, Tor instance, the manage of State 11 No 1 in
Bosnoming tnl two of his assintants , fermer members ef the Pelich Socinlist
Party, »aro charred with awrmrhung, 12,000,000 slotyn. The direotr of
an aleatric plant 4n Oewieaim, & nen-porty mau, was santensed to 6 mouths
4n & 1abor aemp for the trumped wp oharged of ¥ 1ack of mpervinien.® Ne
roturnad from the enmn with tuberculesis amd pormanent disability.

Absuntoeiem 48 8 pelitical erime and punished meverely. The threat
of helmyt Momismnd and of lesine work is such that mont workars dont!t take
the chinen of fmiling to renort to work or of coming lage,

Tn 84A1tion to the regulad trude union dves,worksrs ore Plaged with
ornetant arpenla for " veluntary * douationc for al). sortn of murroees, winter
help, rononstruction of Warsew,butlding of a new heldgo, Frients Of Servioce Mem
Amnociation, Friema of the Sovist Uniom, cenztruotion of trad. wnion headquarters
and varioun nthor projects.

Cn paydey, vorkers are swnrlsed to £ind out thet doductions had beem
wmade for the striXing corkers of Prunce,Italy, for Grock quarilina,or for the
£1rhtine oomrades in Indonesia, Nobedy darss to probest,nobedy dnren 10 argwa,.

Furtharmore, workers axa asked to work overtimo withoutpay to nelsbrate
enah amanial cacasions as May First Duy, perty congressen atc. They are alee
pakofl 40 incresse thoir production quotas,

Tndeed, ene wenders how the Polisk workaw hnrassed hy all these"volwntary'
domtion: and eontributionn,rnages to meet both onds  even with the decreed
30 narcont wege inorease as of 1 Jamuary 1949 Tha pries of lordl increased from
300 zlotyx to 500 wloty, of butter sf fram 600 7loty te 90C lotym. A pedd of
ovdinnry ghoes costs 8,000 alotys, of hatrtar mwlitv choes 1A,000=20,000 sloty
o¥d 2 mon's et 26,000-40,000 zloty.

¥hs mmber of indpatrial acoddents hea heon increaning steadlly , The ma
raason is miner physiesl resistinco of the werkersm, Bofors the say, there were
only 34 fetal {pdustrial accidente st the Koseluaske matallurgioal plant
in Chovnow. X Thers s vractionlly omo fatal accidont every month at Chorsew.

22w
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There iy widespread misery among the nining pepulation. Vages are lew,
The main emphasis 15 e beosting produstion emb {itt1e eare 1s being taken
of the miner's persvmal safety . There is s shedtage of meats and fata, The
oliaien in October and November 1948 had reached such a peint that the workers
orﬁomunomwunmumuu.mum
went inte motiem arresting a wmmber of " rebels"., To plueate the miners
and their families the gevernment erdered a prompt supply of peat and fate
at reasemsdle prices.

The 1aw established & 48 hewr week. In the first postwer years,as
a result of the grewing wmber of gove:rmment sponsered agencies amd of
extensive planning,many workers ocewld reund wp their meagre wages %4
werking overtime. This invelved comsiderable sxpemditures . With the beginnin
of 1949, in cemplianee with its mew seviags progres / Progran "0%/ ,the
govermment diﬂ.uhdmrormmk. To meet the requirements
of predustiem quetas, withewt diahursing neney for evertime werk, trade
unien leaders eall meetings appealing te werkers te domate * veluntarily*
additional heurs of work, Parjy celehratioms, May Pirst Day,the anniversary of
Poland's 1ibderatien,etc, are used as pretext t. obtaln * volumtary " pledges.

The Comsunists are anxieus te maintaia s democratic facade, This acoowat

for their constant stressing the rele of trade-uniens. The latter,hewever,
have mothing in oommen with the prewer tredownions and their care fer the
workers' welfure., The Commmist-deninated trade-uniens are shuky large
uresucretic bedies serving a d4otatorship, The chief of the trade-unions
organisation whioh Jas its headquarters in Warsew, is Nr.Ochab, With the
dwes and "veluntary® eomtributions cellected frem millions of Pelish werkers,
the trede-uniens ocemstructed an imposing Wilding whieh mow houses their main
offices. The executive positions are £111ed by appeintaents, 7he trade-unions
hnonwﬁmutunhudphlt-plmumﬁuzoml
axd have their delegates im all other plants .
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Sbunis

Trade waion membership is obligatery Mamual and white-collar werkers have
to pay éme peroent of ﬁohmno&lmumdhm.hnpu
anmuslly smeunt to hilliems of nloty. The tetal trede waion membership is
estimated as high as 3,500,000,

The sdvantages .rmdwmhuimumuu-\mmlmm| redused
aduisuion price te the mevies amd priority i the purchase of ocommedities amd
other articles, There is wrually a shertage of essential o0 mmedities in the
retail eutlets.

The enly truly pesitive aspect of the trade wion Qot:!.vﬁv are rest-hemes
fer workers. Yot strictly medical eriteria sre not follewed in sending workers
20 rest-homes. In nest esses it is 8 revard fer prg(:riu and urvio::"w
spummtmmmuuumm-mnmuuu- .

Samxing Wp, Commmist-deninated trade-waions have Jest their initisl
Amotions of & volwatary asseciatiem of workers to becoms an ihetrumest of
a.omuwmm-m.maumumumxm-nmm
methed of eppression, The pretests ef the Pelish werkers are being silemeed
by the comstant threat of terrer, unemployment, prison and slave laber oamps.
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